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The March 26, 2009, Zoning Board of ppeals meeting was called to order at
7:02PM by Chairman Pavid €verett. The Pledge of Hllggiance was recited. Rary
Jablonka moved and Bob Lgary seeonded that the amended minates from the
previous meeting be acegpted. This carrigd.

OL® CHUATHMIM QUURER MEETING- REQUEST FOR W SPECI{l USE PERMIT
FOR 1 MEETINGHOUSE ON THEIR PROPERTY PUBLIC HEWRING (cont.)

Revised parking plans wereg submitted, which placgs parking bghind a ling of tregs
with a cirelg in the middlg. It will beg seregned because of the curve in the road. The
building would also bg moved closgr to the road, and has begn flipped around.
The applicant dogs not want the bailding on the top of the hill. {1 Igtter from the
applicant’s gnginger was submitted which computes the arga of disturbaneg to bg
andgr an acrg. Bob lsgary asked if the cars could be sgen at all. Most of the sight
would bg blocked, although therg would be a slight vigw of them from ong arga of
the road. Chairman €verett suggested a row of cedars or gvergregns could be
planted to further bloek the view, and thg hedgerow currgntly there would rgmain.
Suzanng Williams asked for a schedulg of usage. On dunday the servieg would be
held from 11-noon with a coffge recgption afterwards. Gengrally 40-50 people
(including childrgn) would bg in attgndaneg. Oncg a month a busingss megting
would beg conducted, and oncg a month another activity such as a movig would bg
held. Committgg megetings arg also held beforg the servieg on dunday. Chairman



€verett wondegred about theg numbger of parking spaces. It is dgsigned for an 80-
sgat capacity. Flr. Cverett asked if the fire dgpartment had beggn contacted for
comments about this ngw plan. This has not happgned as of yet, but the applicant
will do this. tlg also wondered what would bg placed in the egnter of the parking
cirelg. It will probably be vegetation. {Is far as the exterior of the building, the
applicant has met with Ratg Johns who did somg drawings for them pro bono.
Plans werg shown that arg morg of a colonial stylg. The group is comfortablg with
this type of feel, but they do not think they cant afford the plans as shown, so
cannot say that this is thg building that will bg constructed, as this would bg
considegred theg maximum that they could do. They continug to try to addregss the
concgrns stated, and they will do whatgver they can to meget the agsthetic concerns
voicegd by theg community. duzanng Williams commented that the Board would be
unablg to make a dgtgrmination on something that they can’t sge. {Jttorngy Scott
loongstreet wondered why this issug ngeds to be addregssed now, as agsthetics arg
a Planning Board concgrn, and the request beforg this Board is for a special usg
permit. Mr. €verett reminded Mr. lsongstreet that the ZBH will be doing the SEQRH
dgtermination, ong part of which addressgs whether the proposal would be a
detriment to the community. In order to make that decision, the ZB would nged to
know what is bging proposed. €ric Harris-Braun stated that the rendering shown
is what the Meeting Hlouse would like. ¥Iny changgs would be its height and/or
sizg. {tty. Rapplgyega was asked to revigw the critgria for a Special Usg Permit.
Ong of the eritgria addregsses that the project would not adversely affect the
ngighborhood. The actual sitg plan proegss can bg run parallgl to that of the ZBH.
Chairman €verett stated that the Public Hearing will nged to be held open until the
ngxt meeting to allow the public a chancg to vigw theg most reegnt proposal and
comment on it. Tig recommended that the applicant continug with theg Sitg Plan
revigw with the Planning Board. {tty. lsongstreet stated that therg has begn
dialogug between the applicant and thg ngighbors, and that the applicant is
attgmpting to comg closgr to what theg ngighbors arg requesting. Negxt month a
closgr approximation of theg dgsign within their budget will bg prgsegnted. Suzanng
Williams suggested that they contact lsarry Cavagnaro for an gstimate as to what
cost they need to consider. {Itty. lsongstreet stated that the ZBI can’t dgng a
permit on the basis of fitting into the character of the ngighborhood. Churches arg
permitted in ngighborhoods. This is not a historie distriet; it is an agricultural
rural arga. The ZB can try to blgnd the request into the arga, but it can’t restrict
using this property for a church. The applicant can trg to mitigate the conegrns as
long as cost dogsn’t gxeludg it. When the group returns they will do the best they
can within their ¢fforts and rgsouregs. The applicant added that they agree that
this style is moreg appropriate than that which was shown garligr. The question of
thg gscrow account to be s¢t up so that thg town’s gnginger could revigw the
project was broached. The applicant feels that the investigation madge by Crawford
and {Issociatgs containgd sufficignt data to support the lack of danger from the
old farm dump. €nginger McCreary said that muceh of his coneern is the SWPPP
that will nged to beg dong to contain storm water. te said hg dogs not sgeg gnough
contours on theg maps. flg beligves a full SWPPP will be required, but at the very



Igast a basic SWPPP will nged to be pregpared. The applicant is concgrned with the
amount of mongy ($4000) they arg being asked to provide into an gserow account.
Mr. McCreary is willing to work dirgetly with the applicant’s gnginger to try to
minimizg costs. Chairman €vergtt stated that hg wishes this review to beg dong by
the ngxt ZBH megeting. te also requested that the projeet bg moved forward with
theg Planning Board. Pavid Cverett moved, and Suzanng Williams sgconded that
the ZB1 become Igad agencey for this project for the SEQRM co-ordinate revigw.
This carried unanimously.  Igtter will bg sent to the Planning Board making the
request for Igad agegncy status. The lgtter from Carl Matuszgk, the applicant’s
gnginggr, stating that the land disturbancg would bg lgss than an acrg, was read
into the record as were two other lgtters recgived prior to the meeting. Both lgtters
indicated continugd conegrn for the project unlgss certain conditions werg met.
The Public Hearing was reopened at 8:06 PM.

Tom Clark stated that heg was very disappointed as to how this was proceeding. He
stated that he is very glad that the Old Chatham Quaker Megeting House met with
Ratg Johns, but he fegls that theg Old Chatham community has been little informed
about any progress being madeg. {Ingy trust that mayg have comg out of the last
meeting is gong. Pesigns that can be sgen by all nged to be provided. The Old
Chatham Country Storg has agreed to post said dgsigns. {s far as being ablg to
gstimatg the cost of thg project, Ratg Johns indicated who theg group could go to for
this information. Mr. Clark gxpressed disappointment that the Old Chatham Quaker
Meeting House has chosegn not to gngage the community. Good construction is
ngeded for any design.

Clizabgth {Iracg read a prepared legtter stating that ong reason sheg chosg to live in
this arga is becausg of the presegnce of the Quaker, whosg aim is to livg in harmony
with their ngighbors and the community. {Is a group, decisions arg made
collgetively.

Pawn Frantangglo, whose property abuts the site, seconded Tom Clark’s
disappointment. Shg felt that she left the last megting thinking they’d all bg working
together on this, and they hadn’t begn contacted at all. She would likg to work in
the spirit of community. The proposed driveway will run right by her property, and
she will sgg the parking lot. Shg moved herg for the seregnity of the arga and negver
drgamed that a parking lot would bg ablg to go in that closg to her. There arg so
many gmpty buildings that could bg used for a churech----shg cited the gramplg of
what thg Chatham Synagogug did with their facility. Ms. Prantagelo stated that she
undgrstands the financial concegrn, but shg wondgred that if posting gserow is a
problgm, what ¢lsg will havg to bg cut. She reitgrated that the spirit of the last
meeting was great, and hopgs that can continug.

lsgnn Cross stated that she is a ngighbor of Powell House. When the property was
purchasgd by theg Quakgrs, they contacted her and asked what could beg dong to
mitigatg anyg coneerns they had. They have begegn working together to solve any



problgms. They have a right to have a chureh there, and they are trging to
compromisg. dheg would likg to sge the continuation of working together to
addrgss thgsg conegrns.

Ted Mingr said that hg applauds the ¢fforts being madg to kReep the building’s
impact as low as possiblg. tlg wondered if parking could bg placed further back
on theg property with another gxit. teg also asked if lighting would be Igss than that
of the pregsent Powell Housg, to which thg applicant assured him that it would be.
Mr. Mingr stated that there is a lgvel of trust between them and the Powell Housg.
Megeting with ngighbors is a good idga---thg Old Chatham Quaker Megeting House
arg a very rgspectful people.

Bob €lmendorf stated that the Quakers will work together with the commaunity to
makg this happen with somg compromisgs. The Quakers arg a very peaceful
people, and ngighbors werg met with initiallg. They have come a distaneg and will
keegp communicating. This project was adjourned until the Wpril megting.

MAlPEN BRIDGE COMMURNITY CENTER, INC.- REQUEST FOR SPECIdl USE
PERMITS TO Use THEe CHURCH (T THE JUNCTION OF AL8MHNY TPR. IN®
SHARER MUSECUM RP. 1S 1 CPMMURNITY CENTER WITH SPHUCE FOR H POST
OFFICE PUBLIC HEWRING

Revin {dlbert turngd in postal reegipts indicating that the adjoining property
holdgrs had bgen notified of the Public tigaring. Previously, the Igtter of intgnt of
usg with regstrictions had been reegived. The County Planning Board stated that
therg arg no county-wideg impacts for this proposed project. They suggested that
parking be dglingated on the sitg plan, along with the handicapped gntrance. {lso,
seregegning along the rear of the bailding might beg considered. Mr. {Ilbert stated
that the ngighbor at the rear of the property will beg asked if he wishes angthing
different regarding the seregegning. tg also stated that the Post Officg has not madg
a commitment, and if theg don’t come in, it will not be a deal breaker. The main
intgntion is to maintain this building and usg it for the community. The Igtter that
was sent was reviewed which detailegd how fund raising would take placeg. There
would not bg a profit motive; just gnough to get the operating costs. The Special
Usg permit that is being sought would nameg this a public building with the
possibility of a portion of it to bg used as ngighborhood commercial usg. The
Public Hgaring was opgned at 8:35P M.

Steve Hermance stated that he is very glad to sgge this happgening. tig said that he
wished somgething like this had happened with the chureh in New Coneord that has
been closed.

Naney Clark said that this is a good usg of the church. She feels that this is the
zBM’s opportunity to gncouragg others to do something with the rest of the arga
churchgs that arg closing.



Bob €lmgndorf said that he is 100% bgehind this idga. It anchors the community
agsthetically.

Cindy Bucklgy said that this building has begn supported by the community
forgver---thg mgmbers of the community always havg pitched in to help. It would
be tragic to losg this. The Public Tigaring was closed at 9:00 PM. Chairman
€verett wondered about the parking requirgment for this use. Mr. {ibert stated
that would be on the sitg plan and would megt the codg requirgments.

The Short Form S€QRH application, which shows no significant adverse ¢ffects to
the following: air quality, surfacg or groundwater quality or quantity, noisg Igvels,
gxisting traffic pattegrns, solid wasteg production or disposal, potential for grosion,
drainagg or flooding problgms was reviewed. {J1so, therg arg no agsthetic,
agricultural, archagological, historic, or other natural or cultural resourcgs or
community or ngighborhood character concgrns. There areg no significant ¢ffects
to veggetation or fauna, fish, shellfish or wildlife specigs, significant habitats or
thrgatgned or long or short-term ¢ffects identified. Sineg this is the case, Rary
Jablonka moved that therg is no significant adverse gnvironmental impact with this
project, and should bg acegpted. Pavid €verett sgeconded the motion and it carrigd
unanimously. Suzanng Williams moved that a dpgcial Useg permit which could
includg a post officg, as long as all county hegalth approvals arg met and a parking
plan and handicapped acegss is approved by the Planning Board, beg issugd. This
was sgeonded by Pavid €verett and approved unanimously.

FPAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS-REQUEST FOR 1 PUBLIC UTILITY SPECIHl USE
PERMIT FOR H SWITCHING STWHTION LLOCATE® ON ROCK CITY RP.
INFORMATION{s

Steve Hlgrmance is the representative from Fairpoint. ¥ question was posed
regarding the North Chatham station. Mr. Hlermance reported that it is still bging
worked on, that therg were sgveral morg potgntial locations, nong of which have
worked out thus far. Theg Rock City Rd. station has been at this location sincg 2001.
Upon looking at the information submitted, the only thing that is ngeded is a long
form S€QR. ¢ Public Hearing will bg s¢t for ngxkt month’s megeting.

CHATHAM IV PEVELOPMENT- REQUEST FOR N dREN VHRIPYNCE ON RT. 203
TO All,OW FOR 4 PECR  INFORMUTIONHLs

Bill Yazinski is rgpresenting Chatham IV Development. Mr. €verett asked why the
degek had been built if a variancg was ngeded. tig stated that it alrgady had begn a
partial degck, and hg fixed it and gxtegnded it. Now it dogsn’t meet the side yard
setback. The Board stated that a survey of the property with the new deck included
will bg ngeded. If all the information is submitted, this will bg placed on the agegnda
for the April meeting.



Sduzanng Williams moved and Bob lsgary seconded that the meeting be closed. The
meeting was adjourngd at 9:19 PM.

Pavid €verett, Chairman

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Cohen, clerk



